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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appUcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Dennis Rodgers on 16 March 2007. 

The appUcation has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1 has been amended to read 
A pillow, comprising: 
a foam main-body, 

a pluraKty of foam projections extending off of said foam main-body, said projections 
being arranged in a laterally central support characteristic zone, an edge support characteristic 
zone, and [a] at least one laterally intermediate support characteristic zone positioned laterally 
between said central support characteristic zone and said edge support characteristic zone, and 
said edge support characteristic zone including a ridge extension, and said at least one 
intermediate support characteristic zone being comprised of a plurality of independent 
projections having a lateral width greater than height extension off a supporting upper surface of 
said main-body, and wherein said ridge extension continuously extends longitudinally across a 
plurality of said independent projections in said at least one intermediate support characteristic 
zone, and said independent projections in said at least one intermediate support zone are laterally 
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spaced from said ridge extension by a longitudinally extending exposed region of the upper 
surface of said main-body, and said [first, second and third] central, edge and laterally 
intemiediate support characteristic zones define different support characteristic zones, and 
wherein said pillow has a maximum height in a central [region] su pport characteristic zone of 
said pillow, and said pillow is formed as a monolithic, visco-elastic foam body.— 

In claim 3 on line 3, immediately following "said" and prior to "intermediate," —at least 
one- has been inserted. 

In claim 7 on line 3, immediately following "said" and prior to "intermediate," —at least 
one- has been inserted. 

In claim 9 on line 4, inunediately following "of and prior to "intermediate," -said- has 
been inserted. 

In claim 9 on line 8, "region" has been deleted and —support characteristic zone- 
inserted therefor. 

In claim 13 on line 2, "3.0." has been changed to -3.0-. 

In claim 18 on line 2, "region" has been deleted and —support characteristic zone- 
inserted therefor. 



Application/Control Number: 10/712,267 



Art Unit: 3671 



Page 4 



In claim 20 on line 5, "a" (second occurrence) has been deleted. 

In claim 20 on line 6, "projection" has been changed to -projections—. 

Claim 23 has been amended to read 
A pillow, comprising: 
a main-body, 

projections arranged in a plurality of rows and extending off said main-body, and said 
projections including a first type of projection having a first support characteristic, a second type 
of projection having a second support characteristic different than said first support characteristic 
and a third projection type, with said first, second and third projection types being arranged on 
said main-body to define first, second and third different support characteristic zones, and said 
first and second types of projections are isolated fi-om one another within each respective zone so 
as to expose regions of the main-body which extend along respective projection base-to-main- 
bogy contact edging, wherein said first and second projection types have a density range of foam 
forming said first and second projection types of 2.0 to 3.0 pounds per cubic foot (pcf) and 
wherein said first projection type is more centrally positioned than said second projection type, 
and wherein said third projection type includes a ridge extension extending along a forward or 
fi-ont longitudinal edge of said main-body past a plurality of projections in an adjacent row, and 
said ridge extension being uninterrupted over the longitudinal length of extension, and wherein 
said main-body and projections are formed of a common foam material to provide a monolithic 
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foam pillo w, and wherein said first and second projection types have upper exposed contact 

surfacing with portions of said exposed contact surfacing defining different respective height 
support levels in said first and second support characteristic zones .— 

In claim 40 on line 2, "long" has been deleted. 

In claim 40 on line 4, immediately following "the" and prior to "generally," -area of 
the- has been inserted. 

In claim 56 on line 1, immediately following "A" and prior to "pillow," —head— has been 
inserted. 

In claim 56 on line 17, immediately following "pillow" and prior to the period, -said 
projections of said central and intermediate support zones presenting different respective height 
contact support levels in said central and intermediate support zones- has been inserted. 

Claim 58 has been amended to read 

A head pillow comprising: 

a main-bodv having an upper surface; 

a plurality of pro jections extending upwardlv off the upper surface of said main-bodv and 
arranged in different support zones, with said support zones having different support 
characteristics with respect to each other and said support zones including a central support zone 
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arranged in a central region located between a front edge of the pillow and a rear edjge of the 
pillow, an edge ridge support zone extending continuously along a front edge of said pillow and 
comprising a ridge extension projection having an inward ridge portion extending up off from 
the upper surface of the main-body, and said head pillow fiirther comprising a laterally 
intermediate support zone which includes a longitudinal series of projections that are positioned 
laterally between said central support zone and said edge ridge support zone, and wherein said 
inward ridge portion is laterally separated from said longitudinal series of projections in said 
intermediate support zone by an exposed, longitudinally extending portion of the upper surface 
of said main-body, and wherein said inward ridge portion extends uninterrupted across a 
plurality of projections in said longitudinal series of projections, and said head pillow is formed 
of a solid, common block of yiscoelastic foam so as to provide a monoUthic, viscoelastic head 
pillow, and [The head pillow of claim 56] wherein a maximum height head contact surface of 
said ridge extension lies below a maximum height head contact surface presented by said 
longitudinal series of projections in said intermediate support zone.- 

In claim 60 on line 5, "body" has been deleted and —head— inserted therefor. 

New claim 61 has been added to read 

The pillow of claim 23 wherein said ridge extension has an exterior side surface that 
curves inward in a direction toward said intermediate support zone.—. 

New claim 62 has been added to read 
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The pillow of claim 56 wherein said ridge extension has an exterior side surface that 
curves inward in a direction toward said intermediate support zone.-. 

New claim 63 has been added to read 

The pillow of claim 23, wherein said first support characteristic zone defines a higher 
exposed contact surfacing level than that of said second support characteristic zone.--. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tara L. Mayo whose telephone number is 571-272-6992. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-fi-ee). If you would 
like assistance fi-om a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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